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Dear Students and Parents, 
 

Welcome to the Grade 10 Subject Selection process. This is an important step in your educational journey, as the subjects 
you choose now can influence your career opportunities and further study options after school. This booklet will guide you 
through the available subjects and help you make informed choices. 
 

Students: 
 

When selecting your subject package, it’s important for both you and your parents to be realistic and true about your interests 
and abilities. Reflect carefully on how you are currently performing in your Grade 9 subjects—struggling now may indicate 
greater difficulty continuing with those subjects in Grade 10 and beyond. Think about your values, interests, skills, and 
personality, as these play a vital role in shaping your future career path. Make use of all the information available to you, 
including the results of your Grade 9 Career Development Assessment, to make thoughtful and informed subject choices. 
 

Parents: 
 

The first and most important step in helping your child choose subjects is to have open and honest conversations with them. 
Take time to understand your child’s aspirations, academic performance, and interests. Gaining insight into their abilities and 
preferences across different subject areas is crucial. A Career Development Assessment is highly recommended, as it provides 
a clearer picture of your child’s strengths and potential career directions. Additionally, explore reliable online resources 
together to identify possible career options your child may be drawn to. It is essential to research the criteria for each faculty 
of interest to ensure that the student meets the minimum requirements. It’s important to take a balanced approach, 
considering all aspects before finalising any decisions. We hope you find the information in this booklet helpful and encourage 
you to use it as a valuable tool in this important process.  

 
 

 

 
Acts House of Education will administer the National Senior Certificate (NSC) examinations through the Independent 
Examination Board (IEB). The Independent Examination Board (IEB) is a private assessment body in South Africa that 
provides examinations for many private (independent) schools across the country. It operates separately from the 

government’s Department of Basic Education. The main focus of IEB is assessing and certifying academic achievement, 
especially for Grade 12 (NSC) students in private schools. The curriculum uses the CAPS (Curriculum and Assessment 

Policy Statement), just like public schools, so IEB students  write the NSC, but it's set and marked by the IEB. IEB is 
known for maintaining high academic standards and critical thinking in assessment. The IEB NSC is fully recognised 
by Universities in South Africa and is accepted both locally and internationally.  

The benefits of IEB includes (but not limited to): 
 

• Strong focus on problem-solving, analysis, and interpretation 

• Rigorous quality control in setting and marking exams 

• Encourages independent learning and thinking 

• High pass and university entrance rates among students 
 

At ACTS House of Education, our teaching and learning are aligned with global educational standards. Our curriculum 
is designed to equip students with the skills and knowledge needed to compete successfully in the global marketplace. 

 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 

Independent Examination Board (IEB) 
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To qualify for the NSC Examination, a student must select seven subjects. 

These include four compulsory subjects and three electives: 

Four compulsory subjects: 

• English Home Language 

Why it matters: Strong language skills are essential for learning across all subjects. 
Benefits: Improves communication, comprehension, and academic writing; crucial for all university 
programs. 
 

• Afrikaans First Additional Language or IsiZulu First Additional Language 
Why it matters: Required for a balanced language proficiency. 
Benefits: Enhances literacy, improves job market versatility in a multilingual country. 
 

• Mathematics or Mathematical Literacy: 
 
Mathematics (Pure Maths):  
Why it matters: Required for Sciences, Engineering, Commerce, Health Sciences, Chartered Accountant and 
IT. 
Benefits: Critical for high-demand careers (Engineering, Data Sciences, Medicine, Chartered Accountant etc.) 
 
Mathematical Literacy:  
Why it matters: More practical, focused on real-life problem-solving. 
Benefits: Suitable for Humanities, Business Admin, and Arts-Related Fields. 
 

• Life Orientation 
 

Why it matters: Develops life skills, career planning, physical health, and social responsibility. 
Benefits: Encourages self-awareness, civic responsibility, and informed decision-making. 

Three elective subjects from the approved list below: 

Each subject includes a short description, topics covered, assessment types, skills developed, and related 
career paths (but not limited to). 
 

• Life Sciences 
 

Topics: Biology, Human Physiology, Ecology 
 Assessment: Exams, Practical Work 
Benefits: Builds knowledge of the human body, genetics, ecology—important for health careers 
 Careers: Medicine, Nursing, Forensics, Biology 
 

• Economics 
 

Topics: Basic Economic Concepts, Markets, Economic Systems, Economic Growth and Development 
 Assessment: Tests, Data Response Activities, Case Studies, Exams 
Benefits: Sharpens understanding of markets, macroeconomics, and resource allocation 
 Careers: Actuary, Auditing, Budget & Business Analysing, Business Management & Consulting 
 

• History  
 

Topics: South African and World History 
 Assessment: Essays, Exams 
Benefits: Builds critical thinking, analysis, and understanding of societal development 
 Careers: Law, Education, Journalism 
 

• Physical Sciences 
 

Topics: Physics and Chemistry 
 Assessment: Exams, Practical Tasks 
 Benefits: Essential for engineering, health sciences, and natural sciences. 
 Careers: Engineering, Medicine, Environmental Science, Pharmacy 
 

• Tourism (Online Subject) 
 

    Topics: Travel, South African Attractions, Customer Care 
 Assessment: Practical Projects, Tests, Exams 
 Benefits: Equips students for hospitality, travel management, and customer service careers. 
 Careers: Travel & Tourism, Hospitality 

Choosing subjects 
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• Business Studies 

 

Topics: Business Environment, Management, Entrepreneurship 
 Assessment: Exams, Case Studies, Test 
Benefits: Develops problem-solving, decision-making, and planning abilities. 
 Careers: Business Management, Marketing 
 

• Geography (Online Subject) 
 

Topics: Physical and Human Geography, Map Work 
 Assessment: Projects, Tests 
Benefits: Enhances spatial awareness, research skills, environmental understanding 
 Careers: Urban Planning, Environmental Management & Science, Tourism 
 

• Accounting  
 

Topics: Financial Accounting, Bookkeeping 
 Assessment: Tests, Projects 
Benefits: Builds financial literacy, analytical skills; prepares students for careers in commerce 
 Careers: Accounting, Finance, Business 
 

• Engineering Graphics and Design (EGD) (Online Subject) 
 

Topics: Technical Drawing, Civil and Mechanical Design, CAD (Computer-Aided Design) 
Assessment: Practical Drawings, Tests, Projects, Exams 
Benefits: Develops spatial and technical drawing skills. 
Careers: Architecture, Engineering, and Design 

Tips for Making Smart Subject Choices:- 
• Choose subjects that align with your future career ambitions.  

• Think about the areas where you perform well and what you enjoy.  

• Research university admission requirements—some fields (like Engineering) may require Pure Mathematics.  

• Talk to your parents, teachers, career advisors, and explore university websites to help guide your decision. 

 
 
 

 
Grade 10: A Grade 10 student may change no more than two subjects, and only after completing either 
the June or November examinations. 
 

All subject changes must be: 

• Discussed with the Head of Department and the Principal, 

• And are subject to official approval. 
 

Please note: 

• Pure Mathematics is compulsory for learners who wish to take Physical Sciences.  

• Grade 10 learners who do not pass Pure Mathematics by the end of Term 2 will be required to 
switch to Mathematical Literacy. 

 

Grade 11: Students in Grade 11 may change a subject at the beginning of the year if the school and/or 
parent determines that it is in the best interest of the student. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Changing Subjects in FET 
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The Scale of Achievement for the National Curriculum Statement (NCS) Grades 10–12 in South Africa is 
used to measure learners’ performance. It ranges from Level 1 (Not Achieved) to Level 7 (Outstanding 
Achievement). Each level reflects a Students’ understanding and skills in a subject, with Level 4 considered 
the minimum pass level. This scale helps assess how well students meet the expected outcomes of the 
curriculum.                  
                           

Rating Code 
(Level) Achievement Description (Rating) Marks (%) 

      

7 Outstanding Achievement 80 – 100 

6 Meritorious Achievement 70 – 79 

5 Substantial Achievement 60 – 69 

4 Adequate Achievement 50 – 59 

3 Moderate Achievement 40 – 49 

2 Elementary Achievement 30 – 39 

1 Not Achieved 0 – 29 

        
 
 
 
 

 

1. Bachelor’s Degree Pass 
 

This is the highest NSC pass level and grants access to university degree programs. 
 

Minimum requirements: 
 

• At least 40% in your Home Language 
• At least 50% in four high-credit subjects (subjects from the designated list) 
• At least 30% in two other subjects 
• Mathematics or Mathematical Literacy and Life Orientation must be included 
• A total of seven subjects must be passed 

 

Tertiary access: 
Eligible to apply for Bachelor’s degree programs at universities, universities of technology, and other higher 
education institutions. 
 

2. Diploma Pass 
 

This pass allows entry into diploma courses at universities of technology and other institutions. 
 

Minimum requirements: 
 

• At least 40% in your Home Language 
• At least 40% in three other subjects 
• At least 30% in two remaining subjects 
• A total of seven subjects must be passed 

 

Tertiary access: 
Eligible to apply for diploma programs, but not for full Bachelor’s degree programs. 
 

3. Higher Certificate Pass 
 

This is the minimum requirement to pass the NSC and grants access to higher certificate programs at TVET colleges 
and some universities. 
 

Pass requirements 

Scale of Achievement for Reporting 
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Minimum requirements: 
 

• At least 40% in your Home Language 
• At least 30% in two other subjects 
• At least 30% in three remaining subjects 
• A total of six subjects must be passed 

 

Tertiary access: 
Eligible to apply for higher certificate programs and certain college or vocational training programs. 

 
 
 
 

Understanding the Admission Points Score (APS) 
 

Universities in South Africa use the Admission Points Score (APS) to assess a student’s eligibility for 
specific courses. While the APS system is standard, each university may calculate points slightly 
differently, and individual courses may have their own specific requirements. 
 

These additional requirements could include: 
 

• A minimum achievement level in a particular subject (e.g., Mathematics or Physical Sciences) 

• The submission of a practical portfolio (especially for creative or design-related fields) 
 

It is essential to consider these requirements carefully when selecting your subjects in Grade 10. 
 

Calculating Your APS 
 

• Some universities offer automated APS calculators on their websites. 

• Others publish APS tables to help applicants calculate their own scores. 

• Use the websites below to access the APS calculator for some South African universities 
 
 

Nelson Mandela University www.mandela.ac.za 

North-West University studies.nwu.ac.za 

Rhodes University www.ru.ac.za 

Stadio Multiversity stadio.ac.za 

University of Cape Town uct.ac.za 

University of the Free State www.ufs.ac.za 

University of Johannesburg www.uj.ac.za 

University of Kwa-Zulu Natal ww2.ukzn.ac.za 

University of Pretoria www.up.ac.za 

University of Stellenbosch www.sun.ac.za 

University of the Western Cape www.uwc.ac.za 
 

    The APS score is the minimum requirement to apply for a course — it does not guarantee admission. 
To improve your chances of acceptance, aim for an APS higher than the minimum required. 

Admission Point Score (APS) 

https://www.mandela.ac.za/
https://studies.nwu.ac.za/
https://www.ru.ac.za/
https://stadio.ac.za/
https://uct.ac.za/
https://www.ufs.ac.za/
https://www.uj.ac.za/
https://ww2.ukzn.ac.za/
https://www.up.ac.za/
https://www.sun.ac.za/english
https://www.uwc.ac.za/
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Information required to complete the form below  

1. Select one elective per group by ticking the respective boxes. 
 

a. ONE choice subject from Elective 1.  

b. ONE choice subject from Elective 2.  
 

From elective 3 to 5, the student is allowed to select ONLY  ONE ONLINE SUBJECT 
 

c. ONE choice subject from Elective 3.  

d. ONE choice subject from Elective 4.  

e. ONE choice subject from Elective 5.  

2.   Students must have achieved a minimum of 50% in Mathematics during either Term 2 or Term 4 (examinations terms) 

       in order to be eligible to take Mathematics in Grade 10. 

3.   PURE Mathematics is a compulsory requirement for students who wish to choose Physical Sciences as part of their subject   

      package.  

4.   Please note: Acts House of Education has partnered with Hatfields to offer certain subjects online. These include 

      Engineering Graphics and Design, Geography, and Tourism. 
 

Please enter your child’s mark for Mathematics for Grade 9: ____________ 

 

 Subjects TICK 

Compulsory English  

Life Orientation  

   

Elective 1 Afrikaans FAL  

IsiZulu FAL  

   

Elective 2 Mathematics  

Mathematics literacy  

   

Elective 3 Physical Science [Mathematics required]  

Business studies  

Engineering Graphics Design - online  

Geography - online  

Tourism - online  

   

Elective 4 Life Sciences  

Economics  

Engineering Graphics Design - online  

Geography - online  

Tourism - online  

   

Elective 5 Accounting   

History  

Engineering Graphics Design - online  

Geography - online  

Tourism - online  
 

For Office Use Only: 
 

Date Received  

Returned for resubmission [state reason]  

Date Processed  

Grade 9 Subject Choice Form for Grade 10 
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Parental Consent for FET Subject Choices – 2026 
 

I/We, the undersigned parent(s)/guardian(s), hereby acknowledge that we have reviewed and discussed 
the subject choices made for the Further Education and Training (FET) Phase for the year 2026. 
 

I/We confirm and grant my/our full consent and approval for the chosen subjects. 
 
Learner's Full Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Grade: _________ 

 

Parent/Guardian (1) Name and Surname : ____________________________________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________ 

Date: ____________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian (2) Name and Surname : ____________________________________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________ 

Date: ____________________ 

Contact Information 

For any queries, please contact: 

• Head of Department: Mr. I Ebua – iebua@actshouse.com 
• Principal: Mrs. S Naidu – snaidu@actshouse.com 
• School Office: 010 0351 031 

 


